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47. COLUMBA —— ? —— 
Choctum. A single specimen of a Pigeon, probably referable 


to Columba vinacea, Temm. 


43. LEPTOPTILA RUFAXILLA. 
Both these Pigeons are also from the hot districts. 


49. PLATALEA AJAJA, Linn. N.A. 

Soon after I left Guatemala in 1858, a Rosy Spoonbill was 
killed by an Indian near the lake of Dueñas. Don Vicente Con- 
stancia now has this specimen stuffed. 


50. Eupocimus argus (Linn.): Bp. Consp. p. 156. N.A. 
When coasting up the Belize territory in April last (1860), I 
saw two specimens of the White Ibis near Golden Stream Keys. 


51. Evpocimus RUBER (Linn.) : Bp. Consp. ii. p.157. N.A. 
Mr. George Baily informed me that this bird is very common 
at certain seasons about the shores of the lake of Yzabal. 


52. CHAUNA DERBIANA, G. R. Gray. 

This fine Screamer is probably peculiar to the forests of 
Central America. The type-specimen (which, as we have bcen 
kindly informed by Mr. T. S. Moore, the Curator of the Derby 
Museum at Liverpool, is now stuffed in that collection) was re- 
ceived from Mr. Bates, the collector, by the late Lord Derby 
in 1843. It was captured alive at Peten, and kept living for four 
months by. cramming it with food. A second and finer example 
in the same collection is labelled as having been purchased from 
Mr. Leadbeater in 1813. We are not aware of the existence of 
this bird in any other European collection. 


L.—Letter from Dr. G. BENNETT respecting a new Cassowary. 
(Plate XIV.) 
[Tue following letter from Dr. George Bennett relates to the 
new Cassowary lately received by the Zoological Society of Am- 
sterdam, the existence of which has been alluded to in a recent 
number of the ‘Annals of Natural History*.? The accom- 
panying illustration (Plate XIV.) is copied from the drawing of 
the head of this interesting bird, kindly communicated to us by 
Dr. Bennett. Mr. Blyth has also been good enough to forward 
* Ser. ui. vol. vi. p. 113, note (Aug. 1860). 


SER. 
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tous a drawing, by a native artist, of the type-specimen of his 
Casuarius uno-appendiculatus, which was lately living in the 
Baba Rajendra Mullick’s menagerie at Calcutta. There can be 
no doubt, upon comparison of these two drawings, of the identity 
of the two birds. The Calcutta bird is evidently the older, the 
casque being better developed, and the yellow colour extending 
over the back of the neck, whereas in the Amsterdam specimen 
this part appears to be covered with short feathers.—Eb. | 
“ Atheneum Club, Aug. 17th, 1860. 

“My pear Sır,— During a visit to the Zoological Gardens of 
Amsterdam, on the 10th of this month, I observed a living spe- 
cimen of a Cassowary, differing in many characters from any of 
the hitherto known species. It appears to be about half-grown, 
being of about the same size as the last two Mooruks when I 
sent them to the Zoological Gardens in the Regent’s Park; and 
the casque is not yet developed. The checks are of a bluish- 
green colour; the throat circled, and of a bright ochreous yellow, 
terminating in a single wattle. On each side of the neck there 
is a bare space, also of a bright ochreous colour with a slight 
crimson tinge. In gencral appearance the bird otherwise re- 
sembles the Common Cassowary of about the same age. These 
characters accord so nearly with those of the bird mentioned 
by Mr. Blyth as living in the menageric of the Babü Rajendra 
Mullick at Calcutta, as to induce me to regard it as probably of 
the same species. 

“On the label of the bird at Amsterdam is written * Casuarius 
uni-appendiculatus, Blyth : Geelbif Casuarius. Ship “Agatha and 
Maria,” from Molucca Islands,’ without designating any island 
in particular; so that its true habitat is unknown. Mr. G. F. 
Westerman, the able Director of the Gardens at Amsterdam, 
observing the interest I took in this new bird, kindly had the 
enclosed drawing (see Plate XIV.) made for me, which conveys 
an excellent representation of the bird. When the published 
description of Mr. Blyth, together with a drawing, arrives in 
England, 1t will be decided whether his bird is identical with the 
example alive at Amsterdam. There appears to be every pro- 
bability that such is likely to be the case. 

“I remain, yours &e., 
“ GEORGE BENNETT.” 


